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Negative and question sentences 


subject + | auxiliary do + | main verb 
conjugated in Past Simple 
did | base 


Look at these examples with the main verbs go (irregular) and work (regular): 


subject | auxiliary verb main verb 
I ent to school. 
k You very hard. 
She did not with me. 
~ | We did not yesterday. 
3 Did you to London? 
Did they at home? 


From the above table, notice the following points... 

For positive sentences: 

e There is no auxiliary verb. 

e The main verb is conjugated in the Past Simple, invariable: -ed (or irregular) 


For negative and question sentences: 

e The auxiliary is conjugated in the Past Simple, invariable: did 

e The main verb is invariable in base form: base 

e For negative sentences, we insert not between the auxiliary verb and main verb. 
e For question sentences, we exchange the subject and the auxiliary verb. 


Emphatic did 

Normally, for positive sentences we do not use the auxiliary did. But if we want to emphasize (stress) so- 
mething, or contradict something, we may use it. For example: "I didn't use a spellchecker but I did use a 
dictionary." Here are some more examples: 

e "Why didn't you go to the party?" / "I did go." 

e It did seem a bit strange. 

e After drinking it I did in fact feel better. 
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Past Habits: Used to 


'I used to ski, but now I snowboard.' 


‘Used to' for past habits 

We use ‘used to' to talk about past events which we no longer do. We only use it to talk about the past; there 
is no similar expression for the present. 

'I studied French, but I don’t anymore.' — 'I used to study French.' 

In the past I smoked, but I don't now.' > 'I used to smoke.' 

Note: after 'used' to we always use the infinitive. Never use a continuous or past tense verb: 
'I used to smoke.' 

'I used to smoking.’ 

'I used to smoked.' 

Asking questions using ‘use to' 

We usually use 'did' when we ask about past habits. 

The typical question form is: 

'Did you use to watch Mickey Mouse?" 

‘Did you use to like school?" 

Note: 'Use to' is used in the question form not 'used to’. 

Answering 'use to' questions 

'Use to' questions can be answered in a couple of ways. Take a look at the following question and response: 
‘Did you use to wear a school uniform?’ 

'Yes, I used to wear a horrible uniform!" 

(or in negative sentences) 

'I didn't use to wear a uniform’. or 'I used not to...’ 


